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Temptation, which befel Abraham Joyner, | 
the Devil appearing to him in Humane 
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HE Occaſion of this following Diſcyurſe is wery awful, and 
X 4 : % 


F commands your moſt ſerious Thoughts and Commiſtrations. 

ED A Toung Man, whoſe Name is Abraham Joyner, by o 
ation 4 Ballaſt- Man, Son of a Widow in Shakeſpear's-Walk, in 

tle Pariſh of St. Paul's: Shadwell; . he Jollowing, the Company of | 
low Women, and they requiring more Money than he; knew how - 
provide, went home, and deſir'd bit Motber to lend him ſome, 
which ſhe denying, be went away in Anger and Diſcontent, and + 
ing to the Sign of the Cock and Lyon, in King-ftrect, neat” 
Wapping, 02 November 15, and calling for 4 fingle. Pot © 
hunt, amidſt bis Diſcontent, the Devil, in the Reſemblance of 

s Man, appe ar d before bim, coming im mitbout Opening the Door, 
which was ſhut, and bid him not be afraid, and "if be wante 
Miney be ſhou'd bave enough, and ſhewd bim (as he ſaid) merę 
Money than ever be ſaw in bis Tife, but be anſwer's in bis 
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. Might No; they the Devil ſaid, Will you meet me at Stepney, 

_ Wbiturday the 257b of this Month, and be ſaid he cou'd not, 

en [cid tbe Devil, Will you meet me the Day after, at 9 

te Clock in the xven g; wben, if you and, 1 can agrees 

Wi ſhall not want M. ny {til} the 16th of January, 4r which 

ne you ſhall me 40 Er-Hill, 10 which (be ſaid) be 
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And when the Devil wes gone, which was without any Noiſe 
1 Opening the Door, beſide bir Por of Drink, be ſaw à Piece 
if Money, which he took to be 4 half Spaniſh Piſtole, which 
jutting into bis Pocket, and paying for bis Drink; be went away, 
ad he told me in the Preſence of Perſons of Credit, tbat while 
te Devil was pre ent he burned with Heat, as if be bad been 
in the higheſt Feaver, ani being asd, what he did with the _ 
Money, he ſaid, be caſt it away, &c. and from that time bie 
I gnſcience ſmote bim, and bu Terror of bis Mind encreqwd, ſo 

at be was oblip'd to diſcoyer be Matter to bis Brother and © 
Mother, and ethers, of bis Acꝗquaintance, who amazed with the 
jurprizing Relation, ſent for ſeveral Miniſters, who diſcours'd bim, 
and gage him all the Serious and Chriſtian Advice bis ſad Caſe reo . 
Nau d, and pray d with bim; I my ſelf being ſent for, examin'd u 
un with all imaginable Precaution, to ſee if I cou d Ind bing 
(ety of Impoſture, but by dll that I cou d find,, compar d with be 

I Frror which appear'd on by Mind, I cannot in Charity judge. 

= [7 they be mas ſincere, and 2 Maier of Fat, this, 7 als ED 
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for the Jake of thoſe Sadduces an. Atheiſts, who 
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Iigion of ibein omm, vdr Hess of an Inviſible World, but u Se. 


to their Jenceſ are reſbiv'd to receive nothing on any other Teftin, 
319, and becauſe ibis Pecaſion offers is ſelf; Fun- ſay, that I thi 
all thoſe 2hat deny the Being, orOperations and Appearance of Spirir 
40 it altogether as ridiculouſly as- thoſe, who- ſhall deny ibeße v 
. Antipodes, beeauſe they bave not been there; or that there w, 
ſuth a Ning as Henry the Eight, becauſe they were wot alive; 
bis Time, nor ever ſaw One who was, We want not 4 Cloud a 
 Wimeſſes, both Hrving and dead, to atteſt the Being of Syiriy 
not only of the amtbinkigg Mob ( as ſome are pleas d to call en 
nor of Juch as axe overcome with Melancholly, and addiſted u 
Aim, but of Perſons of Learning and Sence ; befides rhe any 
Jeff the Feripiure gy this Trurb, 1 might here tnumeray 
be ſever2i Teftimonzes both Divine and Humane, but the Liniy 
which 1 have pirſcribd my ſelf will not allow, and therefore I u 
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_©* - eontent to refer the Reader to thoſ< e Scriptures and Authors which 


| prove this tie Fa. 8 * 2 
But to return, /attende\ bim Saturday in the Evening being i 
'2:46h, of the above-named November, and after 4 great deal 


- Diſcourſe, F pray'd with bim, and defr'd bim to attend the Wor- 


ſhip of God on his own Day, which he did, I at the ſame Ting 
preaching 4 Sermon ſuitable to that Occaſſon, the Sum of mhiti 
vou have annexed to this. In the Evening being the Time, in 
"mwbzch he ſaid be was to meet the Devil; there attended bim 41 


b Mother's Houſe ſeveral Divines, among woom were the R. 


_ * tyerend Mr. Conftable, Curate of St. Paul's, Shadwell, the 
Reverend Mr. Symmonds, Mr. Eliott, Sc. Diſſenting Miniſters 


hobo after feaſonable Advice, and the Reverend Mr. Conftabie 


$avirg refus d 10 pray, berauſe of the Throng, and retiring, mg 
pray'd for the Toung Man, and recommended bim 10 the Mercy ani 
Brace of God, atd exhoried bim to Repentauce and tbe Tear of the 
Tord, departed, not hing appearing to diſturb them, or bim. Thy 
be ing the Sum and Subſtance F ail that bas come 0 my Know- 
Tedge, I ſhall only recommend bim 45-4 fit Subject of your Prayers 
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b on the COR FEA = G 5 that we may. C 654 
able ro ſtand againſt 4 N. 25 of the Devil,” 92 
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am, * Providence, in 2 peculiar, manner, ho. treat 
on this Subject; I ſhall therefore, without any Apolo- 
1 gy, ſpeak from chat part of the Text, that will furniſh 
2 with Matter which i is moſt agreeable to the preſent Ocy 
a Ion. 4 2 5 | 
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The wiles and Strataßems of os Legt Ae of Many | 
kind, are ſo many and yarious, that no leſs than the whole 
Armour of God is, ſufficient to defend us; As à Town bes 
ſeged by a powefful and cunning Enemy, . ought to be de- 
| Ended by all the Advantages of Nature and art, to whj 
„ ougzht to be added, an accompliſh'd Commander, over a. by 
Mon. liant aul Watchfal .Gariſoo, in order to diſappoint the 
eas of their Adverſary, and baffle his Cunning. So e | 

thoſe who Lift themſelves, under the Banner 35 Chcift, muſt 
e t on no leſs than the whole Armour of and be. well | 
ura in the Art of Spiritual, Defgiice, diger a x che uner- 
ſing Command of the Great Shea, of out Salvation, and 
ppc 
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Aacrifice their Fouls to their beloved Idol, Money; a wedge of 


bor the Ambitiou;, with the baits of Honourzſuch as Crowns, 


never fails to take the firftand, beft opportunity ta deceive us 


Wodads us; and if he cannot take vs here, he will intinuat 
.. | hinffelf into our Hearts by degrees, from piccadilſo fins td 
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_ .. Gapported by that Courage and watchfulneſs, which ſhall ne- 
Fer give the Enemy Advantage of a ſupine and negligent 
„ieee f 5 „ 

Man thts compar'd to a ſtrong Hold, his Heart is che 
Cietadei, his Aﬀettions the Out-Works, his Sences are the 

Gates and Saliy-Ports, an unruly crew of diſorderly Deſires, 
Paſſions and Thoughts, are the Gariſon, over whom Reaſon 
js.Commtnder ; all too weak by far to ftand againſt the cun- 
ning Wiles and Stratagems of the Devil, who lometimes un- 
dermines; the Soul by inſipuating Temptations z at other 
times forms our Affections with his fiery Dart; and which 
js worſt of all, our traiterous Appetites keep Correſpondence 
with the Enemy, and never fails to betray all into his Hands 
the firſt Oppoctunity-; But not to carry the Compariſon any 
further, except the Lord keep the City, the Watchmen watch in 
wvaiy. Reaſon with all his Strength and Artillery, can't de- 
fend the Soul from the great Enemy; tis Grace goly under 
the Command gf our Lord Chrift, which is a ſure Defence, 
Md an unpteganble Bulwark#? | © 7 8 
The Devils Wiles are his Subtilty and Craft ineſs, which 
in Scripture, are called Snares, 2 Tim. 2. 26. Depths of Satan, 
Rev, 2. 2 4. Devices, 2 Cor. 2 fr, Cc. all ſhewing the cun- 
ning craftineſs of the Devil, te enſnare and deſtroy the Sons 
of Men, the cunning of this Deftroyer is ſuch, that tho' he 
knows not our Hearts, yet he feels our Pulſe; he knows 
our natural Temper and Diſpeficion, finds our own weak fide, 
and there he encounters us, and ſo never fails to fit the 
Temptation to the Sinners Tafte, and propoſes lovely Objects 
to the ſanguine, attended with all the Baits of Pleaſure agd 
Voluptuouſneſs, fit to catch the heedleſs and unyary Souls, 

The Covetous he allures with the inticing bait of Riches,per- 
* fwading them to make Ship-wrack of their Conſciences, and 
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Gold, a Babyloniſb Garment, or the like, is the price which 
they ſet their ſouls at, and the Devi) will he ſure to pay the 
a if it be hut to feed his Cruelty with their 
roans, Cries and Miſeries in Hell He baits the Hook, 


_ Lawrels, Stars of Honour, Aeclamations of the People, &. 
that he may accuſe them, and at laft deſtroy them. And he 


tt ve are on our Watch he Surprifes us, If we are unarm d he 
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reater, till he has brought us to ſwallow down Iniquity lik 
Ker, Andi, at any ue, ve ace ropied of apaken da 
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forhe Providence, or by the Power of the Word of Gods - 
- then his work is to gain Time, that the heat of our. Dees 


ill but keep your darling fio, if you will but keep yout . 
| rodias, he will | 
uncleanneſs; 1 
Religion as yqu pleaſe, _ O 


5 cunning and crafty Serpent, and would 


Obj. But it may be abjedted ; M 
Auſw. God's En 
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may be over, and then by adding a freſh Bait to the 157 — 
Hook, catches us as faſt, or faſter then before ; hay, and if 


he cannot keep us in the higb and open Road to Deſtruttio TER + 
then he will let jou meud many Things, with. Herod; if you & _. 


quckly d a way to add other hos to that of 
he can make you a Hipocrite in Religion, - : 
is enough, he has you ſafe,. and. yon may pretend, as. much 

| the Wiles, the cunning craft _ 
Lion, as well + 
Y uld deſtroy all, the _ 
fouls that God has made; but we have, a go, God, who hass 
id thoſe that ttuſt in him ſhall never beTopfounded, Iſa. 44. 
17. that he will never leave nor forſale his dun, That With 
the temptation he will find 2 890 cur o/capa 1 Cor. 10. 13. 
at to try" our © 


heſs of the Enemy of our Souls! he is a 1 1 
1 £ 


Children to be buffeted and tempted ?..... .. 
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ds are Wiſe and Holy, {i 


Faith, to prove our Sincerity, to try our & Naga el 
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il Defence ; and it is Gog's way to bring Evil out of S 
ind ſo ſometimes make a great tation to he 7 


5 be the egi 5 
ning of great Grace, as I hope, may be the Cale of This _ - 
young Man we now commilerate, ob had. fiery Temptati- 
ons, and yet the end of the Lord was Good, his Eyes are 
over all his for Good, Tis true, that we have a potent E- 
nemy to deal with, as appears by the Epiſtles which the. 
ſcripture gives him, he is called the evil one, becauſe of his 


* 


# 


wickedneſs; the Devil, for his Maticey a Dragon, tor his 


Cruelty, Rev. 12.9. a Serpent, for his Subzilty, the accuſer ß 
the Brethren, Rev. 12.10. à roaring Lion, f Pet. 5. 8. the 


Prince of the power of the Air, E ph. 2. 2. the God of this world, 


2 Cor. 4. 4. the wicked one, Matt. 13.19. and all this to 
ſhew what a dreadful Enemy we have to deal with: But it 


is the Saints Happinefs that we are yphalden by a Divine Hand, 


1.4. now zf God be for us, who can be againſt us; it is an ex- _ 


| ccilent Priviledge, our greateft Happineſs, that we are in 


the Hands of Chriſt, who gives his Saints eternal Lite, that 
they may never periſh, nor any Man pluck them out of his hn, | 
John 10. 28. Thus we become more then Conquerors thro' bim © 


dat bas loved us, Rom. 8. 37. 
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But theſe Deliverances and Priviledges belong to rene, 
: 8 ti and returning Sinne bur choſe chat are ahorn f 
>» j Ane penting are left in the Devil's Kingdom and Power. Le 
As ptay wich all our Hearts for this young Man, that Gi 
E | would be pleaſed to defend him from the Snares of the Peri 
FSH, ane guide him igto his own way, and there keep him alt the 
Ay of his Life, and place him among $ainty'2id: Angel 
4, Yorcafter; God has promiſed to hear the Prayers of hi 50 
pPle for thoſe in Hiſtreſs ; thus it is faid, tfiat Lutber, wi 
. othets, bz Prayers, recovered-a Man that had fold himgif 
to the Devil 3 nay, had made over his Seuf by Indenkufe 
which Indenture the Devil way fofced to bring, and leave hi 
Fre them. Another Story we have of Mr. korbwell,” that 
Dy Lis Prayers, he diſpoſſeffed the Devil. Let us therefors 
Pray for this young Man, whom God haz fuffer'd thus to he 
tempted ;, theſe were Men of like Pa ans with us, 'and 
were beard,” we have the ſame Promiſe,” and let us not of- 
et to Pray, that the Tempter may never have the ſinſe 
ower over us; let us put on the whole Armour vf God, th 
deing armed with better Armour than David's Coat of Mail, 
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We may be able to ſtand againſt the Wiles of the Deyil 
TY Now the © od of all Mercy and Goodneſs, deliver us from 


Tie Jaws of this roaring Lion, who is always going abolt 
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